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Art Unit: 2854 

DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1 . A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 27 
February 2007 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

Claim 1-5 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Yamada et al. (US 4,91 5,229). 

Yamada teaches the following: 

Claim 1 : A sheet package 14 (See fig. 8) which can be loaded in a sheet storage 
unit of a printer 30 (See fig. 4), comprising: 

a stack of sheets F as print media for the printer 30; and a package member 14 
covering the exterior of the stack of sheets F, wherein: 
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the package member includes a first portion 22 covering one of upper and lower 
faces of the stack of sheets F, a second portion 20 connecting with the first portion 22 
and covering a side face of the stack of sheets F, and a third portion 18 connecting with 
the second portion 20 and covering the other of the upper and lower faces of the stack 
of sheets F, and 

the first portion 22 of the package member 14 includes a first exposing portion 

exposing part of the stack of sheets to allow entrance of a sheet feed roller (or other 

feed means) of the printer (See further illustration on page 4 of this Office action), and 

the package member includes a second exposing portion exposing a side part of 

« 

the stack of sheets F facing a pressing member provided to a side wall of the sheet 
storage unit of the printer parallel to a sheet feed direction so that the pressing member 
can press the stack of sheets F against a positioning portion provided to the opposite 
side wall of the sheet storage unit parallel to the sheet feed direction, wherein the first 
portion 22 and the third portion 18 are only connected by the second portion 20 that 
faces only the side face of the stack of sheets. 
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Claim 2 : The second portion 20 covers a side face of the stack of sheets F on an 
upstream side in the sheet feed direction. 

Claim 3 : The sheets F are heat-sensitive sheets ("Film F" are heat-sensitive 
sheets used in photo developing, thennal printing, etc.). 

Claim 4 : A part of the package member 14 covering the exterior of the stack of 
sheets F consists of the first portion 22, the second portion 20 and the third portion 18. 

Claim 5 : Lengths of the first portion 22 and the third portion 1 8 of the package 
member 14 in a direction orthogonal to the sheet feed direction are equal to a length of 
the sheet F in the direction orthogonal to the sheet feed direction (as shown in other 
embodiments of figs. 8 & 9). 

Claim 7 : Yamada teaches all that is claimed (as this claim contains subject 
matters parallel to those discussed in claim 1 ). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which fomis the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
. invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 9-12, 14 and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yamada in view of Prenn (US 6.598,795 B1). 

Claim 9 : As discussed in claim 1 , Yamada teaches a sheet package which can 
be loaded in a sheet storage unit of a printer, comprising: a stack of sheets as print 
media for the printer; and a package member covering the exterior of the stack of 
sheets, wherein: the package member includes a first portion covering one of upper and 
lower faces of the stack of sheets, a second portion connecting with the first portion and 
covering a side face of the stack of sheets on an upstream side in a sheet feed 
direction, and a third portion connecting with the second portion and coveting the other 
of the upper and lower faces of the stack of sheets. 

Yamada also teaches the third portion 18 has edge parts on its upstream side 
and downstream side in the sheet feed direction, the edge parts being configured to 
make contact with inner surfaces of the sheet storage unit 38 (fig. 4) on its upstream 
side and downstream side in the sheet feed direction respectively when the sheet 
package 14 is loaded in the sheet storage unit 38, and the package member 14 is 
positioned in the sheet feed direction by the contact of the edge parts of the third portion 
18 with the inner surfaces of the sheet storage unit 38, wherein the first portion 22 and 
the third portion 18 are only connected by the second portion 20 that faces only the side 
face of the stack of sheets F (See further illustration on page 4 of this Office action). 
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Yamada, however, does not teach the first portion 22 of the package member 
includes an identification part readable to a sensor unit of the printer and a configuration 
allowing entrance of a sheet feed roller of the printer. 

Prenn teaches a sheet package 1 5 which can be loaded in as sheet storage unit 
of a printer 10, comprising a stack of sheets 13 as print media for the printer 10; and a 
package member covering including an identification part 63 readable to a sensor unit 
of the printer 10 and a configuration allowing entrance of a sheet feed roller of the 
printer 10, to automatically determine the type of media, and its characteristics and it 
attributes, loaded in a media tray. The identification part 63 may be located anywhere 
on the outside surface of the package 15 (See Abstract & col. 5 lines 5-1 5). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to provide Yamada sheet package 14 with an identification part 
readable to a sensor unit of the printer and a configuration allowing entrance of a sheet 
feed roller of the printer to automatically determine the type of media, and its 
characteristics and it attributes, loaded in a media tray, as taught by Prenn. 

Claim 10 : Yamada in view of Prenn teaches all that in claimed, including the first 
portion 22 is formed to be shorter than the third portion 18 in the sheet feed direction in 
order to allow the entrance of the sheet feed roller (or other feed means). 



Claim 11 : Yamada in view of Prenn teaches all that in claimed, including a 
difference between a distance between the inner surfaces of the sheet storage unit 38 
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on the upstream side and downstream side in tlie sheet feed direction and a dimension 
of the third portion 18 in the sheet feed direction is within 1.0 mm (fig. 4 shows the inner 
surface of the sheet storage unit 38 in contact with the upstream edge part and 
downstream edge part of the third portion 18, or the gaps between them are within 
1.0mm). 

Claim 12 : Yamada in view of Prenn teaches all that in claimed, including the 
second portion 20 of the package member 14 covers a side face of the stack of sheets 
on the upstream side in the sheet feed direction. 

Claim 14 : Yamada in view of Prenn teaches all that in claimed. Including the first 
portion 22, the second portion 20 and the third portion 18 of the package member are 
formed integrally. 

Claim 15 : Yamada in view of Prenn teaches all that in claimed (as this claim 
contains subject matters parallel to those discussed in claim 9). 

Claim 16 Is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 104(a) as being unpatentable over Suzuki 
(US 6,563,525 B2) in view of Yamada and Prenn. 

Suzuki teaches, as shown in fig. 1, a printer comprising a sheet package 2 
including a stack of sheets P as print media and a package member covering the 
exterior of the stack of sheets P; a sheet storage unit in which the sheet package 2 is 
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loaded (See fig. 5); and a sheet feed roller provided to the bottom of the sheet storage 
unit for feeding the stacked sheets one by one. 

Suzuki, however, does not teach a sensor unit provided to a bottom of the sheet 
storage unit for identifying the type of the sheets stored in the sheet package, the 
package member includes a first portion covering one of upper and lower faces of the 
stack of sheets, a second portion connecting with the first portion and covering a side 
face of the stack of sheets on an upstream side in a sheet feed direction, and a third 
portion connecting with the second portion and covering the other of the upper and 
lower faces of the stack of sheets, and the first portion includes an identification part 
readable to the sensor unit and a configuration allowing entrance of the sheet feed 
roller, and the third portion has edge parts on its upstream side and downstream side in 
the sheet feed direction, the edge parts being configured to make contact with inner 
surfaces of the sheet storage unit on its upstream side and downstream side in the 
sheet feed direction respectively when the sheet package is loaded in the sheet storage 
unit, and the package member is positioned in the sheet feed direction by the contact of 
the edge parts of the third portion with the inner surfaces of the sheet storage unit. 

Yamada in view of Prenn, as discussed in claim 9, teaches the sheet package 
having all the structure being claimed, and that the sheet package is capable of being 
used in a printer (Yamada col. 1 lines 11-12). The sheet package is used to smoothly 
deliver the sheet to the printer (Yamada col. 3 lines 35-40). Any printer that can 
accommodate the sheet package is considered to be capable of using the sheet 
package, regardless of the orientation of the sheet package (i.e. the sheet package may . 
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be placed in a particular printer in a position or location different than another position or 
location where the sheet package is placed in another printer). In re Gazda, 219 F.2d 
449, 452, 104 USPQ 400, 402 (CCPA 1955) address this type of obviousness, viz.. 
reversing parts. In re Japikse, 181 F.2d 1019, 1023, 86 USPQ 70, 73 (CCPA 1950) 
addresses this type of difference being obvious, viz., shifting location of parts. 

Prenn teaches a sensor unit 81 installed in a printer location corresponding to the 
location of the identification part 63 for identifying the type of the sheets stored in the 
sheet package (col. 5 lines 27-40). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have Suzuki printer comprise (or use) Yamada and Prenn sheet 
package and a sensor for the identification part, in order to smoothly deliver the sheet to 
the printer and to identify the type of the sheets stored in the sheet package, as taught 
by Yamada and Prenn. 



Allowable Subject Matter 
4. Claims 6 and 8 allowed, as stated in the OfTice action of 27 November 2006. 

Claim 13 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. The following is a statement of reasons for the 
indication of allowable subject matter: The total combination of structure, as claimed, 
including the second portion of the package member covers a side face of the stack of 
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sheets extending in the sheet feed direction, is not taught or suggested by the prior art 
of record. 



Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1,7,9 and 1 5, filed on 27 February 
2007, have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 16 have also been considered but 
they are not persuasive, as discussed in the rejection of claim 16 above. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry conceming this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to 'Wynn' Q. HA whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2863. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday, from .8am - 4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-2258. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



NQH 




Daniel J. Colilia 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2854 



